ST. WILLIAM

CATHOLIC CHURCH

JANUARY 4, 2026 | THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Welcome!

WEEKLY LITURGICAL
SCHEDULE

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
Monday - Saturday: 8am

Masses on weekend:

Sat. 4.00pm,

Sun. 7:30am, 12:30pm

Confession: Saturday: 3 - 3:.45pm
Adoration of The Holy Sacrament:
24/7 in the Adoration Chapel

PORZADEK NABOZENSTW

Msza w tygodniu:

Srody: 7pm

Piatki: 7pm

Msze w niedziele: gam & 2pm
Spowiedz: Sobota: 3 - 3:45pm
Oraz przed kazda polska Msza
Adoracja Najsw. Sakramentu:

24/7 w Kaplicy Adoraciji THE| EPIPHANNY OF THE LORD

HORARIO LITURGICO \/\/ E S A\/\/ H ‘ S
SEMANAL

Misa durante la semana:

Martes - 7pm

Hora Santa; 7.30pm-8:30pm S _I—A R AT | T S

Misa el Sabado: 5:30pm ‘

Misa el Domingo: 10:30am

Confesiones:

Martes: 615 - 6:45pm .

SR &= 40P MATTHE 2: 2
Adoracién del Santisimo Sacramento 30 Al .
24/7 en la Capilla de Adoracion

2600 N SAYRE AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60707

WWW.SAINTWILLIAMPARISH.ORG | PHONE: 773-637-6565




Sunday, January 4

9:00am — Choir Practice/ Lrg .Mtg. Room (ESP)
Monday, January 5

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

9:00am - Church Cleaning

5:00pm - Legions of Mary Meeting/ Small Mtg. Room (ESP)
6:00pm - Altar Servers Training/Church (EN)

7:00pm — Altar Servers Training/Church (ESP)

7:00pm - Liturgy Meeting/Rectory (EN)

Tuesday, January 6

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm — OCIA Meeting/Rectory (EN)

Wednesday, January 7

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm — Girl Scouts/School's Library (EN)

6:30pm - Bible study for Men/Small Mtg. Room (ESP)
7:00pm — Baptism Prep Class/Rectory (EN)

7:00pm - Liturgy Meeting/Kitchen & Dining Room (ESP)
Thursday, January 8

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

6:45pm — Our Lady of Perpetual Help/Chapel (EN)
Friday, January 9

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm — Novena to Our Lady of Sorrows/Chapel (EN)
7:00pm — OCIA Meeting/Rectory (ESP)

Saturday, January 10

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

9:00am - Private Event/Liebrich Hall

9:45am - Polish School/School (PL)

2:00pm - Legions of Mary/st. Michael's Room (EN)
3:30pm - REP Classes/School (ESP)

Sunday, January 11

9:00am — Choir Practice/ Lrg.Mtg.Room (ESP)

10:00am - REP Classes/School (EN)

2:30pm - Brass Orchestra Christmas Concert/Church (PL)
3:30pm — OPLATEK GATHERING/Liebrich Hall

EN (English) ESP (Spanish) PL (Polish) REC (Rectory) LH (Liebrich Hall)

Please Pray For Our

Troops

LT Patrick Dillon Emily Link

LT Rachel Rychtanek Don Maclean

CPT Amanda Rychtanek Diane Mclaren

LT Allison Rychtanek Victor Nuccio

LT Joshua DiCuirci Joe Perdino

sgt. Nick Smith Dolores Piccoli

CW?2 Brad Erlenbach Anna Pszczota
Agustin Riojano

Please pray forall Olga Rios

our sick parishioners Lana Riss

Nereida Bayron Ron Sak

Guadalupe Canedo Irene Nuccio Scheidt

Marcia Droszcz Ronald Soltis

Caleb Fisher Kathleen Sonzero

Nora & Ashley Gregory Monika Strycharz

Helene Grabow Paul Trucksa

Paddy Green Amelia Velez

Elias Guzman Dan Ziga

Patricia lzaguirre

Gary Koscielniak Welcome New Parishioners

Ann Kuhn Efrain Luna & Emnis Bolano

Joseph Leger Yunuen David

SUNDAY, 01/04/2026 — THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

7:30am Mass in English

S.l. For holiness of priests and bishops

S.I. For all parishioners & benefactors

S.. Happy 4™ Birthday Frankie Ricchio

+Cesdre Vitale

9:00am Mass in Polish

S.I. O Swigtos¢ kaptanéw i biskupow

S.I. Za pardfian i dobrodziejow

S.l. Intencja przepraszajqca, bfagajqca i wynagradz. za Ameryke
+Marian Szarejko

+0 rados¢ wiecznqg dla Marii Puchata w 15. rocznice $mierci
10:30am Mass in Spanish

S.I. Bendiciones pdra Rodriguéz Familia

S.I. Bendiciones para Violeta Luna en su dia de presentacion
+Nery Rodriguez

12:30pm Mass in English

S.I. For the grace of deep faith and love for students, parents, and
teachers from the Religious Program

+Agnes C. Nutter

+Julie Farmar Deboer

2:00pm Mass in Polish

S.I. O Swigtos¢ kaptanéw i biskupow

S.I. Za pardfian i dobrodziejow

MONDAY, 01/05/2026

8:00am Mass in English = ST. JOHN NEUMANN

S.l. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

TUESDAY, 01/06/2026 — ST. ANDRE BESSENTTE

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

7:00pm Mass in Spanish

S.I. Bendiciones para Rodriguez Familia

+Nery Rodriguez

WEDNESDAY, 01/07/2026 — ST. RAYMOND

8:00am Mass in English

S.l. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

THURSDAY, 01/08/2026

8:00am Communion Service in English

FRIDAY, 01/09/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.l. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

7:00pm Mass in Polish

SATURDAY, 01/10/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.l. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

11:00am Memorial Service for +Elvira Cavazos

4:00pm Mass in English

+Ann Marie Lubish

5:30pm Mass in Spanish

S.l. Por la gracia de una profunda fe y amor hacia los estudiantes,
padres y maestros del Programa Religioso

S.I. Bendiciones para Rodriguez Familia

+Nery Rodriguez

SUNDAY, 01/11/2026 - THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

7:30am Mass in English
9:00am Mass in Polish
10:30am Mass in Spanish
12:30pm Mass in English
2:00pm Mass in Polish




SAINT WILLIAM PARISH
2600 N. SAYRE AVE.,

CHICAGO, IL 60707
www.saintwilliamparish.org

Ph.773-637-6565

RECTORY HOURS:
Mon., Wed., & Fri.

Thurs. & Sun. Closed
Sat. 10am - 12pm

PASTOR

Rev. Ryszard Gron
DEACONS

Greg Fidanzia
Edward Simola

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
ext: 103

Richard G. Neyenesch
eyenesch@archchicago.org

PARISH SECRETARY
Alicja Haraburda
saintwilliamparishl1916 @gmail.com

ext: 100

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION &
EVANGELIZATION

Dorota Archacki
darchacki@archchicago.org

ext:102

BULLETIN EDITOR
Marsha Geurtsen
mgeurtsen@archchicago.org

POLISH SCHOOL
SW. BRATA ALBERTA CHMIELOWSKIEGO
School Principal

Marzena Klimek 773-430-2099

PARISH SUPPORT

Weekend Collections 12/21/25  $5,773

9am - 3pm & 6pm-8pm
Tue. llam - Ipm & 6pm-8pm

Weekly Collection Budget $8,500
Deficit/Surplus $2,727
Year to Date 12/21/25 $164,507

Year to Date Collection Budget $212,500
Deficit/Surplus $47,993

Love of St. William YTD Collection $34,949
St. William YTD Vision $56,250
Deficit/Surplus $21,321

Thank you for your generosity | Dzighkujemy xa waszq hojnosé

Gracias por su generosidad [Graxie per la vosira generosita

ST. WILLIAM PARISH | PAGE 3

Epiphany Blessing

THE EPIPHANY HOUSEHOLD BLESSING
IS A CENTURIES-OLD TRADITION THAT INVOKES GOD’S
BLESSING ON ALL WHO ENTER ONE'S HOME.

All you need for an Epiphany blessing is chalk, which is usually
made available by parishes either on the feast of the Epiphany
or in the weeks leading up to it.

There are a few different formulas for blessings out there, but the
essence of the ritual is always the same: a priest or the head of
the household calls down God's blessing on the house and
everyone who comes into it, and an inscription is made above
the door in chalk.

o
The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year \\ '/ /
+C+M+B+26 the last two digits of the year. ANS 1

The initials C, M and B represent the names of the magi —
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar — and also signify the Latin
phrase Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless the
house.”

EPIPHANY BLESSING

Dear God, It was You who inspired the Magi to follow the star to
find You. Inspire us to seek You, as well. Bless our homes and
families this season, make them places where we can encounter
You through prayer and community.

Amen.

Please donate today.
Prosimy o darowizne jus dzisiaj.
Por favor, haga su donacién hoy. SCAN ME

By scanning the QR code below you can support St. William Church and
all ministries such as Parish Facilities maintenance, our community
outreach, enhance our religious education and educational programs.
Giving is one way to express our love for God and His people. Donations
like yours WILL help St. William Parish fulfill our mission of serving the
community in Christ’s Name. Thank you for your generosity!

Please remember St. William Parish in your estate planning.

nttps:/ fwww.glivecentral.org/customize



WILLIAM PARISH

PERPETUAL ADORATION

“At this Christmas when Christ
comes, will He find a warm heart?
Mark the season of Advent by
loving and serving the others with
God's own love and concern.”

- Mother Teresa

VOCATIONAL
DISCERNMENT INVITATION

Young women, ages 18-35, are ﬁ

invited to visit the Poor Clare
Monastery of the Immaculate
Conception in Palos Park (12210
Will Cook Road) for adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament on
Sunday afternoons from noon to
3pm to discern with Jesus about
their vocation. After a time of
prayer, those interested in the

cloistered, contemplative way of life

in the footsteps of St. Clare, are
encouraged to ring the doorbell to
speak with the portress Sister, or to
request to speak with Mother
Abbess, st. Clare, Woman of Hope
and Woman of the Eucharist,

pray for us! (708)361-1810

FROM DEACONED

Blessed are the flexible, for they
shall never be bent out of shape.

[y, but with \

Not with (el

LETTER FROM FR. RYSZARD

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

"According to historical sources, this feast is one of the oldest in the Church
(developing since the 2nd century) and is closely linked to Christmas. Its
name, in Greek, ‘epiphany’, means revelation. It refers to God's revelation to
the world in the person of the infant Jesus Christ, who had just come into the
world to soon save it. In keeping with the threefold form in the story of Jesus,
the celebration of the Epiphany also took a threefold form in the history of
the liturgy (some conditioned by the geography of their occurrence): first,
Jesus was born (revec:led to the world as a mon); then He was baptized,
where the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, revealing His saving mission; and
finally, He performed the miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding in
Cana, where He revealed His first messianic sign. Over time, the remaining
elements became independent (the Baptism of the Lord was moved to the
Sunday after January 6th; the miracle at Cana to the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary
Time in Year C), and the very fact of God's revelation in human form began
to be celebrated, enriched by the Gospel accounts of the arrival of the wise
men with three gifts, led by a star to the birthplace of the child Jesus
(Matthew 2:1-12). This is how the feast of the Epiphany came into being,
which in the Middle Ages took on a rich liturgical setting, including a
procession of the three kings. Although the Gospel does not mention the
number and names of the kings, who were in fact wise men or even
magicians, engaged in the study of the reality of the world based on
heavenly phenomena, in the tradition, to emphasize the significance of the
holiday, their number is given (three, because of the three gifts they bring to
the little child), their names (Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar) and the quality
of the gifts (gold, evoking the royal dignity of Jesus, frankincense - His
priestly dignity, and myrrh - balm, His mortal condition, which will be
overcome by the resurrection). Christ's coming into the world is associated
with welcoming Him into our homes. Hence the custom of blessing homes at
this time (known as a ‘carol’) and inscribing the Latin initials C. M. B. on doors,
signifying the Three Kings (Cacperus, Melchiorus, Balthasarus), while also
expressing a blessing for the entire new year: Christus Mansoni Benedicat
(May Christ bless this dwelling). So, may Christ bless us in this new year.
Amen.

Fr. Ryszard Gron
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LIST OD KSIEDZA RYSZARDA
UROCZYSTOSC OBJAWIENIA PANSKIEGO

“Jak moéwiq zrédta historyczne Swieto to nalezy do jednych z najstarszym
w Kosciele (rozwija sie od Il w.) i wigze sie §cisle z Bozym Narodzeniem.
Nazwa jego, w |. greck. epifania, oznacza objawienie. Chodzi o objawienie
sie Boga Swiatu w osobie dzieciny Jezusa Chrystusa, ktéra wiasnie
przyszia na Swiat, aby go wkrotce zbawi€. Zgodnie z potréjng formg w
historii Jezusq, uroczystoS¢ Objawienia rowniez przyjeto potréjng forme w
historii liturgii (niektére uwarunkowane geografig ich wystepowania):
najpierw Jezus narodzit sie (objawit sie Swiatu jako czlowiek), potem
zostat ochrzczony, gdzie zstqpit na Niego Duch Swiety objawiajgc Jego
misje zbawczq, wreszcie, dokonat cudu przemienienia wody w wino
podczas wesela w Kanie Galilejskiej, gdzie ukazat swoj pierwszy znak
mesjanski. Z czasem pozostale elementy sie usamodzielnity (chrzest
Panski przeniesiono na niedziele po 6 stycznia; cud w Kanie na 2. niedziele
zwykiq w roku C), a zaczeto celebrowaé sam fakt objawienia sig Boga w
ludzkiej postaci, ubogacony ewangelicznymi opisami przybycia medrcow
z trzema darami, ktérych przyprowadzita gwiazda do miejsca narodzin
dzieciny Jezus (Mt 2,1-12). Tak powstato Swigto tzw. Trzech Kréli, ktére w
Srednowieczu przybrato bogatq oprawe liturgiczng wigcznie z procesjq
trzech kréli. Mimo iz w ewangelii nie wspomina sig ilosci i imion kroli, ktorzy
w rzeczywistosci byli medrcami lub nawet magami, zajmujgcymi sie
badaniem rzeczywistosci Swiata na podstawie zjawisk nieba, to w tradycji,
dla uwypuklenia znaczenia éwieta podaje sie ich ilosé (trzech, z raciji
trzech daréw, jakie przynoszq matej dziecinie), imiona (Melchior, Kacper i
Baltazar) oraz jakos¢é daréw (zloto, przywolujgce godnosé krélewskq
Jezusa, kadzidio - Jego godnoS¢ kaptanskq, i mirre = balsam, Jego
kondycje  Smiertelnika, ktéra zostanie przezwyciezona przez
zmartwychwstanie). Przyjscie Chrystusa na $wiat ma sie kojarzyé z
przyjeciem Go do naszych doméw. Stgd zwyczaj Swiecenia domow w tym
czasie (tzw. koleda) i wypisywania na drzwiach facifskich inicjatéw: C. M.
B. na oznaczenie trzech kroli (Cacperus, Melchiorus, Balthasarus), a
jednocze$nie wyrazenie btogostawienstwa na caly nowy rok: Christus
Mansoni Benedicat (Niech Chrystus btogostawi to zamieszkanie). Niech
wigc nam Chrystus biogostawi w tym kolejnym nowym roku. Amen.

Ks. Ryszard Gron

St OWA EWANGELII WEDLUG
SWIETEGO MATEUSZA.

Gdy Jezus narodzit sig w Betlejem w
Judei za panowania krola Heroda, oto
medrcy ze Wschodu przybyli do
Jerozolimy i pytali: «Gdzie jest nowo
narodzony Krél zydowski? UjrzeliSmy
bowiem Jego gwiazde na Wschodzie i
przybylismy oddaé Mu pokion».

Skoro to ustyszat krél Herod, przerazit
sig, a z nim cata Jerozolima. Zebrat
wiec wszystkich arcykaptanow i
uczonych ludu i wypytywat ich, gdzie
ma sie narodzi¢ Mesjasz.

Ci mu odpowiedzieli: «W Betlejem
judzkim, bo tak zostato napisane przez
Proroka: A ty, Betlejem, ziemio Judy, nie
jestes zgota najlichsze sposrod
gtéownych miast Judy, albowiem z
ciebie wyjdzie wtadcaq, ktory bedzie
pasterzem ludu mego, Izraela».

Wtedy Herod przywotat potajemnie
medrcow i wywiedziat sie od nich
doktadnie o czas ukazania sie gwiazdy.
A kierujgc ich do Betlejem, rzekt:
«Udaijcie sie tam | wypytajcie starannie
o Dziecie, a gdy Je znajdziecie,
doniescie mi, abym i ja mogt pojse i
odda¢ Mu pokton». Oni zas
wystuchawszy krola, ruszyli w droge.

A oto gwiazda, ktérg widzieli na
Wschodzie, postepowata przed nimi, az
przyszia i zatrzymata sie nad
miejscem, gdzie byto Dziecie. Gdy
ujrzeli gwiazde, bardzo sie uradowali.
Weszli do domu i zobaczyli Dziecie z
Matkqg Jego, Maryjqg; padli na twarz i
oddali Mu pokton. | otworzywszy swe
skarby, ofiarowali Mu dary: zioto,
kadzidto i mirre.

A otrzymawszy we Snie nakaz, zeby
nie wracali do Herodaq, inng drogg
udali sie z powrotem do swojego kraju.

Gdy wszystko byto pogrqzone w
gtebokim milczeniu, a noc w swym
biegu dosiegta potowy drogi,

wszechmocne Stowo Twoje, Panie,
zstgpito z niebaq, z krélewskiego tronu.




EVANGELIO
MATEO 2,1-12

Jesus nacio en Belén de Judg,
en tiempos del rey Herodes.
Unos magos de oriente
llegaron entonces a Jerusalén
y preguntaron: “¢cDonde esta el
rey de los judios que acaba de
nacer? Porque vimos surgir su
estrella y hemos venido a
adorarlo”.

Al enterarse de esto, el rey
Herodes se sobresalté y toda
Jerusalén con él. Convoco
entonces d los sumos
sacerdotes y a los escribas del
pueblo y les pregunté donde
tenia que nacer el Mesias. Ellos
le contestaron: “En Belén de
Judd, porque asi lo ha escrito el
profeta: Y td, Belén, tierra de
Judad, no eres en manera
alguna la menor entre las
ciudades ilustres de Juda, pues
de ti saldra un jefe, que sera el
pastor de mi pueblo, Israel”.

Entonces Herodes llamé en
secreto a los magos, para que
le precisaran el tiempo en que
se les habia aparecido la
estrella y los mandoé a Belén,
diciéndoles: “Vayan a averiguar
cuidadosamente quée hay de
ese nino y, cuando lo
encuentren, avisenme para
que yo también vaya a
adorarlo”.

Después de oir al rey, los
Magos se pusieron en camino,
y de pronto la estrella que
habian visto surgir, comenzé a
guiarlos, hasta que se detuvo
encima de donde estaba el
nino. Al ver de nuevo la estrellq,
se llenaron de inmensa alegria.
Entraron en la casa y vieron al
nino con Maria, su madre, y
postrandose, lo adoraron.
Después, abriendo sus cofres,
le ofrecieron regalos: oro,
incienso y mirra. Advertidos
durante el sueno de que no
volvieran a Herodes,
regresaron a su tierra por otro
camino.

. DIA DE LA EPIFANIA
DEL SENOR

VIERON AL

NINO CON
MARIA, SU
MADRE.

CARTA DEL PADRE RYSZARD

SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR

Segun fuentes histéricas, esta festividad es una de las mas antiguas de
la Iglesia (se desarrollé desde el siglo II) y esté estrechamente vinculada
a la Navidad. Su nombre, en griego, epifania, significa revelacion. Se
refiere a la revelacion de Dios al mundo en la persona del nifio
Jesucristo, quien acababa de venir al mundo para salvarlo pronto. En
consonancia con la triple forma en la historia de Jesus, la celebracion de
la Epifania también adopté una triple forma en la historia de la liturgia
(algunas condicionadas por la geografia de su ocurrencia): primero,
JesUs nacié (se revelé al mundo como hombre); luego fue bautizado,
donde el Espiritu Santo descendié sobre El, revelando su mision
salvadora; y finalmente, realizé el milagro de convertir el agua en vino en
las bodas de Cand, donde reveld su primera senal mesianica. Con el
tiempo, los elementos restantes se independizaron (el Bautismo del
Senor se trasladé al domingo después del 6 de enero; el milagro de
Cang, al segundo domingo del Tiempo Ordinario del Afio C), y se empez6
a celebrar la revelacion de Dios en forma humana, enriquecida por los
relatos evangélicos de la llegada de los Reyes Magos con tres regalos,
guiados por una estrella, al lugar del nacimiento del nifio Jests (Mateo
2,1-12). Asi nacié la fiesta de la Epifania, que en la Edad Media adquirié un
rico marco litargico, incluyendo la procesion de los Reyes Magos. Aunque
el Evangelio no menciona el niumero ni los nombres de los reyes, que en
realidad eran sabios o incluso magos, dedicados al estudio de la
realidad del mundo a partir de los fendmenos celestiales, en la tradicion,
para enfatizar el significado de la festividad, se da su namero (tres, por
los tres regalos que traen al nifo), sus nombres (Melchor, Gaspar y
Baltasar) y la calidad de los regalos (oro, evocando la dignidad real de
Jesus, incienso - su dignidad sacerdotal, y mirra - bdlsamo, su
condicién mortal, que serd superada por la resurreccion). La venida de
Cristo al mundo se asocia con recibirlo en nuestros hogares. De ahi la
costumbre de bendecir los hogares en esta época (conocido como
villancico’) e inscribir las iniciales latinas C. M. B. en las puertas,
representando a los Reyes Magos (Cacperus, Melchiorus, Baltasarus), a
la vez que se expresa una bendicion para todo el nuevo afno: Christus
Mansoni Benedicat (Que Cristo bendiga esta morcda). Que Cristo nos
bendiga en este nuevo afno. Ameén.

Fr. Ryszard Gron
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(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you — tell you to chase?
Point to it. And go forth.

The Stars We Follow
Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be richer.
If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we are powerful, we
want to be more powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, “| am what
I am, | have what | have, and it is enough.” Even the very act
of maintaining a status quo, be it health or wealth or spiritual
goodness, requires action. It requires effort. It requires
movement. This is human nature. There is nothing wrong with
it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

| often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking —
really, truly knew. They were seeking “the newborn king of
the Jews,” yes, but did they understand who he was? What he
was? | don't see how they could have. They were wise men,
but they were not prophets. They simply knew this was an
endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain about the
Magi. We don’t know how many of them there were. We don't
know their religion. We don't know where they came from. All
we know for certain is that they listened to a voice they heard
deep within themselves. And, heeding that voice, they went
forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even if,
foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you— tell you to chase?

Point to it. And go forth.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...
who were they?

Answer:

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three
mysterious men into our manger scenes.
There's a rich heritage in the Catholic
Church of celebrating the magi, but

their origins are steeped in mystery. The
original Greek calls these men magoi. The
word is translated elsewhere in Scripture
to mean “magician,” but a similar word
was used in ancient history to describe an
entirely different set of people altogether.
In what is now modern-day Iran, the
ruling empire had a wealthy priestly

caste known as the Magi. At the time of
Christ, the Magi formed one of the ruling
councils of the Parthian Empire. These
priests interpreted dreams and read the
stars to anticipate major events that could
affect the fortunes of the empire.

We're not exactly sure where the magi

of the Gospels traveled from. Matthew
simply says "the east.” History tells us
that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria,
and Babylon all had a magi priesthood at
the time of Christ. Whichever region they
hailed from, they likely traveled over one
thousand miles over the course of several
months to arrive at the Holy Family.
Unfortunately for the classic song, there
is no concrete evidence these men were
themselves kings, though they did bear
gifts “from afar” at the prompting of their
astronomical calculations.
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