ST. WILLIAM

CATHOLIC CHURCH

JANUARY 18, 2026 | 2"° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Welcome!

WEEKLY LITURGICAL
SCHEDULE

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
MASS DURING THE WEEK:
Monday - Saturday: 8am

== BEHOLD
THE LAMB

Sun. 7:30am, 12:30pm v
Confession: Saturday: 3 - 3:.45pm

Adoration of The Holy Sacrament: pr——
24/7 in the Adoration Chapel O - G O ,
PORZADEK NABOZENSTW LTSt S it

Msza w tygodniu:

Srody: 7pm

Piatki: 7pm

Msze w niedziele: gam & 2pm
Spowiedz: Sobota: 3 - 3:45pm
Oraz przed kazda polska Msza
Adoracja Najsw. Sakramentu:
24/7 w Kaplicy Adoracji

HORARIO LITURGICO
SEMANAL

Misa durante la semana:

Martes - 7pm

Hora Santa; 7.30pm-8:30pm

Misa el Sabado: 5:30pm

Misa el Domingo: 10:30am
Confesiones:

Martes: 6:15 - 6:45pm

Sabado: 3 - 3:45pm

Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento
24/7 en la Capilla de Adoracion

2600 N SAYRE AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60707

WWW.SAINTWILLIAMPARISH.ORG | PHONE: 773-637-6565




PAGE 2 | WEEK AT A GLANCE MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, January 18

9:00am - Choir Practice/ Large Mtg. Room (ESP)
10:00am - REP Classes/School (EN)

Monday, January 19

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

8:30am - Church Cleaning

5:00pm - Legions of Mary Meeting/ Small Mtg.Room (ESP)
Tuesday, January 20

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm - OCIA Meeting/Rectory (EN)

Wednesday, January 21

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

5:00pm - Girl Scouts/Liebrich Hall (EN)

6:30pm - Bible study for Men/small Mtg. Room (ESP)
Thursday, January 22

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

6:45pm — Our Lady of Perpetual Help/Chapel (EN)
7:00pm - Baptism Prep Class/Rectory (EN)

Friday, January 23

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm - Novena to Our Lady of Sorrows/Chapel (EN)
7:00pm — OCIA Meeting/Rectory (ESP)

Saturday, January 24

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

9:45am - Polish School/School (PL)

2:00pm - Legions of Mary/st. Michael's Room (EN)
3:30pm — REP Classes/School (ESP)

Sunday, January 25

9:00am - Choir Practice/ Large Mtg. Room (ESP)
10:00am - REP Classes/School (EN)

EN (English) | ESP (Spanish) | PL (Polish) | REC (Rectory) | LH (Liebrich Hall)

Please Pray For Our
Troops

LT Patrick Dillon

LT Rachel Rychtanek
CPT Amanda
Rychtanek

LT Allison Rychtanek
LT Joshua DiCuirci
Sgt. Nick Smith

Emily Link

Don Maclean
Diane MclLaren
Victor Nuccio
Joe Peraino
Dolores Piccoli
Anna Pszczota
Agustin Riojano

CW?2 Brad Erlenbach Olga Rios
Lana Riss
Please pray for all Ron sak

Irene Nuccio Scheidt
Ronald Soltis
Kathleen Sonzero
Monika Strycharz

our sick parishioners
Nereida Bayron
Guadalupe Canedo
Marcia Droszcz

Caleb Fisher Paul Trucksa

Nora & Ashley Amelia Velez
Gregory Dan Ziga

Helene Grabow

Paddy Green

Elias Guzman

Patricia Izaguirre Welcome New

Gary Koscielniak Parishioners

Ann Kuhn Paul & Gladys Ponce
Joseph Leger Ann Bass

SUNDAY, 01/18/2026
7:30am Mass in English
S.l. For holiness of priests and bishops

+Cesare Vitale, +Ann Marie Lubish

+Padro A. Vaccaro - Birthday Remembrance

+Pat Enriquez

9:00am Mass in Polish

S.I. O swietos¢ kaptandéw i biskupow

S.l. Za parafian i dobrodziejow

S.I. Intencja przepraszajqca, blagajgca i wynagradzajgca za
Ameryke, +Marian Szarejko

10:30am Mass in Spanish

+Ignacio Ortiz Campo+Jose Dolores Figueroa

12:30pm Mass in English

S.l. For the grace of deep faith and love for students, parents, and
teachers from the Religious Program, +Agnes C. Nutter,
+Storto Family, +Marion Riss,+Concepcion Gutierrez

2:00pm Mass in Polish

S.I. O Swietos¢ kaptandw i biskupow

S.l. Za parafian i dobrodziejow

S.l. O zdrowie i blogostawienstwo Boze dla rodziny Bzdutow
MONDAY, 01/19/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish, +Marion Riss

TUESDAY, 01/20/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.l. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

7:00pm Mass in Spanish

WEDNESDAY, 01/21/2026 - ST. AGNES

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

7:00pm Mass in Polish

THURSDAY, 01/22/2026

8:00am Communion Service in English

FRIDAY, 01/23/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

+Ann Marie Lubish

+Judy Capy

7:00pm Mass in Polish

SATURDAY, 01/24/2026

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

4:00pm Mass in English

+Ann Marie Lubish, +Denise Aloisio

+Ernesto G. de Leon

5:30pm Mass in Spanish

S.l. Por la gracia de una profunda fe y amor hacia los estudiantes,
padres y maestros del Programa Religioso

SUNDAY, 01/25/2026
7:30am Mass in English
9:00am Mass in Polish
10:30am Mass in Spanish
12:30pm Mass in English
2:00pm Mass in Polish
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SAINT WILLIAM PARISH

2600 N. SAYRE AVE,, ST. WILLIAM COINCLUB
CHICAGO, IL 60707

www.saintwilliamparish.org A penny for your thoughts - maybe

Ph.773-637-6565 a dime or a dollar!

RECTORY HOURS: Join St. William Coin Club

Mon, Wed,, & Fri. ~ 9am - 3pm & 6pm-8pm s =
4t} it hari & G o Call John Gallagher 773-622-0553

Thurs. & Sun. Closed
Sat. 10am - 12pm We learn about all U.S. mintages & coins.
PASTOR No dues, no fees - All ages are welcomed

Rev. Ryszard Gron Call today!
DEACONS

Greg Fidanzia

Edward Simola

Our Seasonal Missalettes

If you would like a personal missalette for your
home, please contact the Rectory in person or
call 773-637-6565 ext. 0 and leave your name

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Richard G. Neyenesch ext: 103
eyenesch@archchicago.org

PARISH SECRETARY and phone number; we will return the call. Please
Alicja Haraburda ext: 100 be considerate of your fellow parishioners and
saintwilliamparish1916 @gmail.com do not remove the missalettes from church.
Thank you for your cooperation. Donations are
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & appreciated. Thank you '

EVANGELIZATION

O A L Mszaliki w jezyku angielskim.
darchacki@archchicago.org Prosimy o korzystc:nie

BULLETIN EDITOR Z nich podczas ngboieﬁ:st\fv. y
Marsha Geurtsen Mozna naby¢ taki mszalik i '
mgeurtsen@archchicago.org korzysta¢ w domu.

Y Prosimy o zgtoszenie w biurze
$W. BRATA ALBERTA CHMIELOWSKIEGO parafialnym pod numerem
School Principql 773"637"‘6565, wew. 0.

Marzena Klimek 773-430-2099 Donacja na ten cel jest mile

widziana.
Dzigkujemy za zrozumienie

Daniel Krupa Los misales Por favor, NO SE LLEVEN a sus
casas los misales de la iglesia, ya que todos
los grupos lo utilizan en su tiempo de
adoracién. Si desea donar / comprar un
January oron misal para su uso personal, comuniquese
500 Club con la Rectoria, 773-637-6565 ext. 0 y deje
Winners are: Guadalupe su nombre y numero de teléfono, le
Society of St. devolveremos la llamada. Le pedimos que,
William Parish por favor, sean considerados con los demds
feligreses y no se lleven los misales de la
iglesia a sus casas. jGracias por su
cooperacion!

Fr.Ryszard

Alfredo Patino




PERPETUAL ADORATION

“A Holy Hour in front of the Blessed
Sacrament is worth more than a
thousand years of human glory.”
(st. Padre Pio)

MY HOUSE WILL BE CALLED
A HOUSE OF PRAYER
Matthew 21:13

We kindly ask that no food or drink
be brought to into God's House of
Prayer.

Thank you.

FROM DEACONED

Families are like fudge...mostly
sweet, with a few nuts.

GOSPEL JOHN 1:29-34

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming
toward him and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world. He is the one of
whom | said, ‘A man is coming after
me who ranks ahead of me
because he existed before me.

"1 did not know him, but the reason
why | came baptizing with water
was that he might be made known
to Israel.” John testified further,
saying, “l saw the Spirit come down
like a dove from heaven and
remain upon him. | did not know
him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water told me, ‘On
whomever you see the Spirit come
down and remain, he is the one
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’
Now | have seen and testified that
he is the Son of God.”

LETTER FROM FR. RYSZARD
2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Through the testimony of John the Baptist, we learn how Jesus began
his public ministry. John the Evangelist gives us this information
because he himself was previously a disciple of John the Baptist.

It must also be seen with the eyes of faith, as John the Baptist himself
saw it, as he interpreted the signs of the time for the Messiah's coming,
according to what the prophets had said. This refers to the descent of
the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove and an audible voice from heaven
confirming Jesus' messianic mission, who would accomplish salvation
through a bloody sacrifice, modeled on the Passover lamb, calling Him
the Lamb of God.

These words of John the Baptist are remarkable, and can be
understood from the perspective of subsequent events, which
sounded like prophecy on his lips. It is not for nothing that he is called
the first and perhaps only New Testament prophet to announce the
imminent coming of the Messiah.

And it should be noted that he connects the prophecies related to the
coming of the Messiah with Isaiah’'s predictions of his death as a
humble lamb led to the slaughter, who, by virtue of being God
("existing from eternity"), will become the Lamb of God.

The mission of this Lamb will be to wipe out sins and restore the dignity
of God's children to human creation. Today, the Church, in the role of
John the Baptist, proclaims precisely this same truth.

Ahead of us lies a three-year period of Jesus' public ministry, which will
slowly accustom us to accepting his saving mission on the cross?

Fr. Ryszard Gron



LIST OD KSIEDZA RYSZARDA
DRUGA NIEDZIELA ZWYKLA

Przez Swiadectwo Jana Chrzciciela dowiadujemy sie o sposobie
rozpoczecia publicznej dziatalnosci Jezusa.

Jan Ewangelista podaje nam te informacje, poniewaz sam byt
wczesnie] uczniem Jana Chrzeiciela. Trzeba jg tez widzie€ oczyma
wiary, jak widziat to sam Jan Chrzciciel, ktéry odczytywat znaki czasu
przyjscia mesjasza, wedtug tego co mowili prorocy.

Chodzi o zstgpienie Ducha Swigtego w postaci gotebicy oraz styszalny
glos z nieba potwierdzajgcy postannictwo mesjanskie Jezusa, ktory
dokona zbawienia poprzez ofiare krwawg na wzér baranka
paschalnego, nazywajgc Go Barankiem Bozym.

Przedziwne sq te stowa Jana Chrzciciela dajgce sie zrozumie€ z
perspektywy zaistniatych pézniej wydarzen, ktére zabrzmiaty w jego
ustach jak proroctwo.

Nie na darmo nazywa sie Go pierwszym i chyba jedynym prorokiem
Nowego Testamentu zapowiadajgcym bliskie przyjscie mesjasza. |
trzeba zaznaczy¢, ze kojarzy on proroctwa zwiqgzane z przyjsciem
mesjasza z lzajaszowymi zapowiedziami jego Smierci na zasadzie
pokornego baranka prowadzonego na rzez, ktéry z racji bycia Bogiem
(.egzystowat odwiecznie”) stanie sie wiasnie Barankiem Bozym.

Misjg tego Baranka bedzie zgladzenie grzechéw i przywrécenie
godnosci dzieci Bozych ludzkiemu stworzeniu.

Dzisiaj Kosciét w roli Jana Chrzciciela gtosi doktadnie te samg prawde.
Przed nami trzyletni okres publicznej dziatalnosci Jezusa, ktéry powoli
bedzie przyzwyczajat nas do przyjecia Jego krzyzowej misji zbawczej.

Ks. Ryszard Gron

SLOWA EWANGELII
WEDLUG SWIETEGO
JANA

Jan zobaczyt podchodzqcego ku

niemu Jezusa i rzekt:
«Oto Baranek Bozy, ktory gtadzi
grzech Swiata.

To jest Ten, o ktorym
powiedzialem: ,Po mnie przyjdzie
Mqz, ktory mnie przewyzszyt
godnosciq, gdyz byt wczesniej
ode mnie”.

Ja Go przedtem nie znatem, ale
przyszedtem chrzcic wodg w tym
celu, aby On sie objawil Izraelowi».

Jan dat takie swiadectwo:

«Ujrzatem Ducha, ktéry zstepowat
z nieba jak gotebica i spoczqgl na
Nim. Ja Go przedtem nie znalem,
ale Ten, ktéry mnie postat, abym
chrzcit wodgq, powiedziat do mnie:
«1en, nad ktérym ujrzysz Ducha
zstepujgcego i spoczywajgcego
na Nim, jest Tym, ktory chrzci
Duchem Swietym”.

Ja to ujrzatem i daje Swiadectwo,
ze On jest Synem Bozymp,

Stowo stalo sie ciatem | zamieszkato
miedzy nami.

Wszystkim, ktorzy Je przyjeli, dato
moc, aby sie stali dzie€mi Bozymi.

MOJ DOM MA BYC DOMEM
MODLITWY
Mateusz 21:13

Uprzejmie prosimy aby nie
przynosic¢ jedzenia ani napojow
do Domu Modlitwy Bozej.
Dziekujemy.



EVANGELIO
JUAN T, 29-34

En aquel tiempo, vio Juan el
Bautista a Jesus, que venia
hacia él, y exclamaé:

“Este es el Cordero de Dios, el
que quita el pecado del
mundo. Este es aquel de quien
yo he dicho:

‘El que viene después de mj,
tiene precedencia sobre mi,

porgue ya existia antes que yo'.

Yo no lo conocia, pero he
venido a bautizar con aguaq,
para que él sea dado a
conocer d Israel”.

Entonces Juan dio este
testimonio:

“Vi al Espiritu descender del
cielo en forma de paloma y
posarse sobre él. Yo no lo
conociaq, pero el que me enviod
a bautizar con agua me dijo:
‘Aquel sobre quien veas que
baja y se posa el Espiritu Santo,
ése es el que ha de bautizar
con el Espiritu Santo’.

Pues bien, yo lo viy doy
testimonio de que éste es el
Hijo de Dios".

MI CASA, CASA DE
ORACION SERA LLAMADA;
MAS VOSOTROS LA
HABEIS HECHO CUEVA DE
LADRONES.

Mateo 21113

Les rogamos que no se traiga
comida ni bebida a la Casa de

Oracion de Dios.
Gracias.

2° DOMINGO DEL
3 TIEMPO ORDINARIO

“Este es el Cordero de Dios,
el que quita el pecado
del mundo.” - Jn 1, 29

2DO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

A través del testimonio de Juan el Bautista, aprendemos como JesUs
comenzé su ministerio padblico. Juan el Evangelista nos da esta
informacioén porque él mismo habia sido anteriormente discipulo de
Juan el Bautista.

También debe verse con los ojos de la fe, como lo vio el propio Juan el
Bautista, al interpretar las sefales de los tiempos para la venida del
Mesias, segun lo que habian dicho los profetas.

Esto se refiere al descenso del Espiritu Santo en forma de paloma y a una
voz audible del cielo que confirmé la misién mesianica de Jesus, quien
lograria la salvacion mediante un sacrificio sangriento, inspirado en el
cordero pascual, llaméndolo Cordero de Dios.

Estas palabras de Juan el Bautista son notables y pueden entenderse
desde la perspectiva de los acontecimientos posteriores, que sonaron
como profecia en sus labios.

No en vano se le considera el primer y quizs Unico profeta del Nuevo
Testamento en anunciar la inminente venida del Mesias.

Cabe destacar que conecta las profecias sobre la venida del Mesias con
las predicciones de Isaias sobre su muerte como un humilde cordero
llevado al matadero, quien, por ser Dios (“existente desde la eternidad”),
se convertira en el Cordero de Dios.

La mision de este Cordero ser@ borrar los pecados y restaurar la
dignidad de los hijos de Dios a la creacion humana. Hoy, la Iglesia, en el
papel de Juan el Bautista, proclama precisamente esta misma verdad.

Nos espera un periodo de tres anos del ministerio pUblico de Jesus, que
nos iré acostumbrando poco a poco a aceptar su misiéon salvadora en la
cruz.

Fr. Ryszard Gron
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YOUR GENEROUS GIFT
DEFINITION AND WHERE IT GOES

Your REGULAR SUNDAY OFFERTORY
(First Collection of Mass) includes
ELECTRONIC GIVING pays for for
day-to-day operating costs including:
salaries of parish staff, property and
casualty insurance, ministry supplies
and liturgical expenses.

STATE OF THE PARISH A t for it
FY 26 TOTALS great prayer for life is
July 1, 2025-Nov. 30, 2025 urgently needed, a
Reguiar SUNDAY OFFERTORY prayer which will rise up
Income Received $152,495 throughout the world.
Regular SUNDAY OFFERTORY Thr ial

Expenses Category $258,115 X pugh i S O :

Fav [ Unfav ($105,620) initiatives and in daily

prayer, may an
impassioned plea rise to
God, the Creator and

LOVE OF ST. WILLIAM LOVE OF ST. WILLIAM
(Pink Envelopes + Utilities Collection) Income Received $30,843 lover of life, from every
i i LOVE OF ST. WILLIAM ey .
pays'for day to—day'operutlng costs Expenses Category $26,394 Christian commu nity,
specifically: Information Technologies, Fav | Unfav $4,449
Telecommunications, and Utilities. from every group elgle
association, from every
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS family and from the
(Building Fund Envelopes) are used income Ruceivad i ;
f ig n‘;P ; - MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS heart of every believer.
or ma ntenur.\ce a . .repalrs to afive Expenses Category $258,115
St. William Parish Buildings. Fav [ Unfav ($27,848)
Pope Saint John Paul Il
OTHER INCOME ' |
NCoO| T Evangelium vitae
includes such things as 500 Club, Income Received $125,222 —=
Sacramental & Fund rGiSing Events, OTHER INCOME L ’ %lflt‘ in “."..'
Mass Stipends, Rental Income, Expenses Category  $10,474 g wnage "E
General Organization donations, Fav [ unfav $114,748 » God!
Holy Day & Votive Collections. _ » ’
A * 4
A\ Total Income Categories  $322,451
w Total Expenses Categories $336,722
~
Iw Fav [ Unfav (s14,21)

Whomever sows bountifully, will

also reap bountifully. God

loves a cheerful giver. ~St. Paul
(PARISH SUPPORT N
Weekend Collections 01/11/26  $6,738
Weekly Collection Budget $8,500 Please donate today.
Deficit/Surplus $1,762 Prosimy o darowixne juz dzisiaj.
Por favor, haga su donacion hoy.

Year to Date 01/11/26 $185,098
Year to Date Collection Budget ~ $238,000 By scanning the QR code below you can support St. William Church and
Deficit/Surplus $52,902

Love of St. William YTD Collection $38,962

.

Thank you for your generosity | Dxigkujemy xa waszq hojnosé

Gracias por su generosidad [Graxie per la vostra generosita

ol

all ministries such as Parish Facilities maintenance, our community
outreach, enhance our religious education and educational programs.

st. William YTD Vision $63,000 Giving is one way to express our love for God and His people. Donations

Deﬁcidsurpms $24,038 like yours WILL help St. William Parish fulfill our mission of serving the
community in Christ's Name. Thank you for your generosity!

St. Brother Albert Chmielowski  $5,000 Please remember St. William Parish in your estate planning.

/! =2 + / + - | s ~ y f131 = 1
https:/ /www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/131-event/[186]

N 7
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2025 Contribution Statements Requests

Please fill out a form and drop it with your offering during Sunday
Mass. You can also call parish office if you would like to have 2025
Contribution Statement mailed to you. Please tell us your name,
donation envelope number ,and address. We will not be mailing out
contribution statements unless they are requested. With truly grateful
hearts, we thank you for your faithful & generous support of our
parish!

2025 Year-£nd Charttable Donations  Statement Request

Please PRINT your First and Last Name

Phone number email:

Address

Envelope ID#

Please send me my statement - check Onet  fax email  mail 1 will pick up myself
Bulletin Submissions

Bulletin requests must be sent 2 weeks
prior to the desired bulletin weekend to
mgeurtsen@archchicago.org.

We reserve the right to edit.

Submissions will be placed in the bulletin if
space allows and pending administration
approval. Please call the parish office for
the holiday schedule. Thank you.

CHURCH
BULLETIN

Having a Holy Mass said for a loved one, living or deceased is the biggest spiritual
gift you can give. Please consider adding your intention for weekend and weekday

Masses.
The book of intentions for 2026 is open.

Zamoéwienie Mszy Swigtej w intencji bliskiej osoby, zyjqcej lub zmartej, to najwigkszy
duchowy dar, jaki mozna ofiarowaé. Aby zaméwié intencje na Msze Swietq na
niedziele lub na inny dzien tygodnia prosimy o przyjscie do biura parafialnego.

Ksigga intencji na rok 2026 jest juz otwarta.

Encargar una misa para un ser querido, vivo o fallecido, es el mayor regalo
espiritual que se puede ofrecer. Le invitamos a incluir su intencién en las misas de
fin de semana y entre semana.El libro de intenciones para 2026 ya esta abierto.

Por favor, venga a la rectoria.

On January 22, 1973, the
Supreme Court legalized
abortion throughout the
United States in its
companion decisions Roe V.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton.
Since that time, millions of
children have lost their lives,
and millions of women and
families have been
wounded by abortion.

On June 24, 2022, the Dobbs
v. Jackson Women'’s Health
Organization decision
overturned Roe v. Wade,
and we praise God for the
great opportunity state and
federal legislators now have
to protect pre-born children.
While God, in His mercy,
ended the nearly fifty-year
nationwide regime of
abortion on demand, right
now state and federal laws,
in many instances, are still
hostile to pre-born children.
So, great prayer and
advocacy is very needed.

MASS INTENTIONS




Readings for the week of
January 18, 2026

Sunday:
Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/
1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34

Monday:
1Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday:
1Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday:
1Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2,
9-10/Mk 3:1-6

Thursday:
1Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-
1, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12

Friday:
1Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday:
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/
Mk 3:20-21

Next Sunday:
Is 8:23-9:3/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/1 Cor 1:10-13,
17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Worship & Meditation

a step into the

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

It's common to hear belief in Jesus and the Church mocked
as blind faith and credulity. But in reality, it is deeply human
and rational. Think about it: we rely on the testimony of
others constantly. | trust chemists who certify the safety of
toothpaste and cleaning products. | trust engineers when |
use a microwave or drive over a bridge. Why? Because they
have studied and seen what | have not, and their testimony
proves itself in daily life. That kind of trust is not irrational; it
is how human knowledge works.

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist declares: “Now | have
seen and testified that he is the Son of God” (John 1:34).
That is the language of an eyewitness. It invites us into a very
human act: trusting someone who has directly encountered
something — or Someone — we have not yet fully seen
ourselves.

The Church’s faith is built on this kind of reliable sight-based
testimony. The Apostles did not make abstract claims. They
saw, followed, suffered for, and proclaimed Jesus Christ. Over
centuries, their witness — carried in Scripture, in the lives of
the saints, and in the sacramental life of the Church — has
proven dependable. We come to know its truth by assenting
to it, by living and studying it, praying with it, trusting it.

Faith in Christ is not a childish leap into the dark. It is a step
into the light of testimony that proves itself over time.

— Father John Muir












