ST. WILLIAM

CATHOLIC CHURCH

DECEMBER 14, 2025 | THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Welcome! | .

WEEKLY LITURGICAL
SCHEDULE

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
Monday - Saturday: 8am

Masses on weekend:

Sat. 4.00pm,

Sun. 7:30am, 12:30pm

Confession: Saturday: 3 - 3:.45pm
Adoration of The Holy Sacrament:
24/7 in the Adoration Chapel

PORZADEK NABOZENSTW §F
Msza w tygodniu:

Srody: 7pm

Piatki: 7pm

Msze w niedziele: gam & 2pm
Spowiedz: Sobota: 3 - 3:45pm
Oraz przed kazda polska Msza
Adoracja Najsw. Sakramentu:
24/7 w Kaplicy Adoracji

HORARIO LITURGICO
SEMANAL

Misa durante la semana:

Martes - 7pm

Hora Santa: 7.30pm-8:30pm

Misa el Sabado: 5.30pm

Misa el Domingo: 10:30am
Confesiones:

Martes: 615 - 6:45pm

Sabado: 3 - 3:45pm

Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento
24/7 en la Capilla de Adoracion

2600 N SAYRE AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60707

WWW.SAINTWILLIAMPARISH.ORG | PHONE: 773-637-6565




WEEK AT A GLANCE MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, December 14

9:00am - Choir Practice/ Lrg. Mtg .Room (ESP)
10:00am - REP Classes/School (EN)

Monday, December 15

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

10:00am - Church Cleaning

Tuesday, December 16

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

5:00pm - Legions of Mary Meeting/ Small Mtg .Room (ESP)
6:00pm — OCIA Meeting/Rectory (EN)

Wednesday, December 17

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

5:00pm - Girl Scouts/School Library (EN)

6:30pm - Bible study for Men/small Mtg. Room (ESP)
Thursday, December 18

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

6:45pm — Our Lady of Perpetual Help/Chapel (EN)
Friday, December 19

7:30am — Rosary/Church (EN)

6:00pm — Novena to Our Lady of Sorrows/Chapel (EN)
7:00pm - OCIA Meeting/Rectory (ESP)

Saturday, December 20

7:30am - Rosary/Church (EN)

2:00pm - Legions of Mary/st. Michael's Room (EN)
Sunday, December 21

9:00am - Choir Practice/ Lrg. Mtg. Room (ESP)

EN (English) ESP (Spanish) PL (Polish) REC (Rectory) LH (Liebrich Hall)

Please Pray For Our
Troops

LT Patrick Dillon

LT Rachel Rychtanek
CPT Amanda
Rychtanek

LT Allison Rychtanek
LT Joshua DiCuirci

Diane McLaren
Victor Nuccio
Joe Peraino
Dolores Piccoli
Anna Pszczota
Agustin Riojano

Sgt. Nick Smith Olga Rios

CW?2 Brad Erlenbach Lana Riss
Marion Riss

Please pray for all Ron Sak

Irene Nuccio Scheidt
Ronald Soltis
Kathleen Sonzero
Monika Strycharz

our sick parishioners
Nereida Bayron
Guadalupe Canedo
Marcia Droszcz

Caleb Fisher Paul Trucksa
Nora & Ashley Amelia Velez
Gregory Dan Ziga
Helene Grabow

Paddy Green Baptism:

Elias Guzman Liam Gerardo Bello
Patricia Izaguirre

Gary Koscielniak Restin Peace:

Ann Kuhn + Antonia Ruiz De Gutierrez
Joseph Leger + Marion Riss
Emily Link

Don Maclean

SUNDAY, 12/14/2025

7:30am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests and bishops

S.I. For all parishioners & benefactors

9:00am Mass in Polish

S.I. O $wietos€ kaptandw i biskupdw, S.I. Za pardfian i
dobrodziejéw, S.I. Intencja przepraszajgca, btagajgcai
wynagradzajgca za Ameryke, +Marian Szarejko
10:30am Mass in Spanish

S.I. Bendiciones para Rodriguez Familia, +Nery Rodriguez
12:30pm Mass in English

S.I. For the grace of deep faith and love for students, parents,
and teachers from the Religious Program, +Agnes C. Nutter
+James Dezynski — Death Anniversary,+Silvia SGnchez Sdlas
+Marilyn Smeraglia — 10th Death Anniversary

2:00pm Mass in Polish with Polish School

S.I. O $wietos€ kaptandw i biskupdw, S.I. Za pardfian i
dobrodziejéw, S.I. O Boze blogostawienstwo dla ucznidw,
rodzicow, nauczycieli, katechetdw i przyjaciot Polskiej Szkoty
im. $w. Brata Alberta Chmielowskiego

S.Il. O zdrowie, Boze blogostawienstwo, zgode i dary Ducha
$w. dla rodziny

+W rocznice Smierci Walentego Grabowskiego

+W 4. rocznice §mierci Matgorzaty Zapolskiej

MONDAY, 12/15/2025

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

+Joe & Evelyn Veronico

TUESDAY, 12/16/2025

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

7:00pm Mass in Spanish

S.Il. Bendiciones para Rodriguez Familia, +Nery Rodriguez
WEDNESDAY, 12/17/2025

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

7:00pm Mass in Polish

THURSDAY, 12/18/2025

8:00am Communion Service in English

FRIDAY, 12/19/2025

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners, +Attilio Ricchio
7:00pm Mass in Polish

SATURDAY, 12/20/2025

8:00am Mass in English

S.I. For holiness of priests & bishops,

S.I. For living and deceased parishioners

4:00pm Mass in English

5:30pm Mass in Spanish

S.I. Por la gracia de una profunda fe y amor hacia los
estudiantes, padres y maestros del Programa Religioso
S.I. Bendiciones para Rodriguez Familia, +Nery Rodriguez
7:00pm Mass in Polish - $w. Rita

SUNDAY, 12/21/2025

7:30am Mass in English

9:00am Mass in Polish

10:30am Mass in Spanish

12:30pm Mass in English

2:00pm Mass in Polish



ST. WILLIAM PARISH

SAINT WILLIAM PARISH
2600 N. SAYRE AVE.,

!
CHICAGO, IL 60707
@ www.saintwilliamparish.org

=Y Ph.773-637-6565

[£eX)

RECTORY HOURS:

Mon., Wed,, & Fri.  9am - 3pm & 6pm-8pm
Tue. llam - Ipm & 6pm-8pm
Thurs. & Sun. Closed

Sat. 10am - 12pm

PASTOR

Rev. Ryszard Gron
DEACONS

Greg Fidanzia
Edward Simola

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
ext: 103

Richard G. Neyenesch
neyenesch@archchicago.org

PARISH SECRETARY
Alicja Haraburda
saintwilliamparish1916 @gmail.com

ext: 100

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION &
EVANGELIZATION

Dorota Archacki
darchacki@archchicago.org

ext:102

BULLETIN EDITOR
Marsha Geurtsen
mgeurtsen@archchicago.org

POLISH SCHOOL
SW. BRATA ALBERTA CHMIELOWSKIEGO
School Principal

Marzenad Klimek 773-430-2099

PARISH SUPPORT

Weekend Collections 11/30/25 $4,41
Weekly Collection Budget $8,500
Deficit/Surplus $4,089
Year to Date 11/30/25 $149,893
Year to Date Collection Budget $187,000
Deficit/Surplus $4,089

Love of St. William YTD Collection $29,314
St. William YTD Vision $47,250
Deficit/Surplus $20,186

Thank you for your generosity [ Dzighujemy za waszq hojnoséé

Gracias por su generosidad [Grazie per la vostra generosita

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Monday, December 22" " /{ { W
6:00pm -7:30pm English, Spanish, Polish AR
/ » f
Christmas Eve — Wednesday, December 24" o
3:30pm  Christmas Caroling - English )3\\,
4:00pm Christmas Eve Holy Mass - English ), r‘\‘E_

9:00pm Koledowanie - Polish
9:30pm Pasterka - Polish

10:30pm Villancicos - Spanish AT
11:00pm Santa Misa de Noche Buena - Spanish ;

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25" q
8:00am  Holy Mass - English \ 7/
10:00am Msza $w. - Polish NG
12:00pm Santa Misa - Spanish =

Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr - Friday, December 26" \
8:00am Holy Mass — English .
7:00pm  Msza Sw. — Polish

New Year’s Eve - Wednesday, December 31™ \ |/
7:00pm  Holy Mass — Polish \

New Year’s Day - Thursday, January 1%, 2026 had
8:00am  Holy Mass — English YL
10:00am  Msza $w. - Polish \f )
12:00pm  Santa Misa - Spanish % ]

Rectory will be closed on Wednesday, Dec. 24, Thursday, Dec.zs,
Wednesday, Dec. 31 & Thursday, Jan. 1.

Oplatki - Christmas Wafers will be available beginning Nov.29
for a donation of $5.00 per packet at the church
and at the rectory office during regular office hours.

AN >
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Please donate today.
Prosimy o darowizne juk dxisiaj.

Por favor, haga su donacién hoy.

SCAN ME

By scanning the QR code below you can support St. William Church and
all ministries such as Parish Facilities maintenance, our community
outreach, enhance our religious education and educational programs.
Giving is one way to express our love for God and His people. Donations like
yours WILL help St. William Parish fulfill our mission of serving the
community in Christ's Name. Thank you for your generosity!

Please remember St. William Parish in your estate planning.

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/131-event/1861




ST. WILLIAM PARISH

PERPETUAL ADORATION

“At this Christmas when Christ
comes, will He find a warm heart?
Mark the season of Advent by
loving and serving the others with
God's own love and concern.”

— Mother Teresa

Join us for Rorate Caeli
Masses with Religious
Education Program

December 14 | 12:30 PM
St. William Church

Please bring your own
lanterns or candles

FROM DEACONED

One cannot love without suffering
or suffer without loving.

_3RD SUNDAY.OF ADVENT

J

LETTER FROM FR. RYSZARD
Third Sunday of Advent

"Maranatha, come Lord (and do not delay)'—these were the words
uttered impatiently by the early Christians in the face of persecution by
the Jewish Synagogue and later by the Roman Empire.

They were convinced that Christ, the promised messiah, who
accomplished the work of salvation on the cross and rose from the dead,
would come as promised soon, that he was almost there to take them to
his kingdom in heaven.

Yet, he seems to hesitate and allows Christians to act in his name by
bearing witness amidst persecution for future generations.

The apostle James cools their impatience by directing them to precisely
this understanding of God's plan (2nd reading).

The prophet Isaiah’s faithful assurances about the joyful moment when
the prophecies of salvation will begin to be fulfilled with the coming of the
messiah (Ist reading) encounter an obstacle in the daily humdrum, and
sometimes even brutality, of life, when it is so difficult for us to see it
through the eyes of faith.

Then comes the assurance of Jesus Himself, who, in response to John the
Baptist in prison, reveals the works that, through His intercession, are
beginning to be fulfilled upon the blind, the crippled, and those afflicted
with leprosy.

All of them experience healing through Jesus' work. These are precisely
the signs of the coming of God's kingdom, announced long ago by the
prophets (Gospel).

May we not miss the coming of Jesus in the signs of His humble
(surprising) arrival into the world: His birth in a manger amidst the
reluctance of the world at play. In this respect, the world never changes,
because it is we who must change and transform it.

Fr. Ryszard Gron
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SWIECE
NA STOL WIGILIJNY

W niedziele 14 grudnia
Siostry Misjonarki Chrystusa
Kréla bedqg rozprowadzaé
Swieczki na Stot Wigilijny,
ktorych swiatto niech bedzie
symbolem naszego dzielenia
sie z tymi, ktoérzy czekajg na
naszq pomoc.

Dochéd z ich sprzedazy jest
w catosci przeznaczony na A—
NrnCRICHNCINENCHECY LIST OD KSIEDZA RYSZARDA
Domu Samotnej Matki im. Sw.
Rodziny

w Chicago.

7

Trzecia Niedziela Adwentu

“Maranatha, przyjdz Panie (i nie zwlekaj)”, takie stowa wypowiadali
. _ zniecierpliwieni pierwsi chrzeScijanie w obliczu przeSladowan ze strony
Dzigkujemy za wsparcie. Synagogi zydowskiej, a pozniej Imperium Rzymskiego.

Byli przekonani, ze Chrystus, zapowiadany mesjasz, ktory dokonat dzieta
zbawczego na krzyzu i zmartwychwstat, przyjdzie zgodnie ze swojq
zapowiedziq juz wkroétce, ze jest juz niemailze tuz, tuz, by ich wzig¢ do swego
krélestwa w niebie.

~
7
~
f
4
f
r
|
-
1
”
i
-
e
4

Tymczasem On zdaje sie zwleka¢ i pozwala chrzescijanom dziataé w swoje
imie poprzez danie $wiadectwa wsrdéd przeSladowan dla nastepnych
pokolen ludzi.

Apostot Jakub studzi ich niecierpliwo$Sc kierujgc ich wiasnie na takie
rozumienie planu Bozego (2. czytanie).

Petne wiary zapewnienia proroka Izajasza o radosnym momencie, w ktorym
zacznq sie speiniaé proroctwa zbawienia z chwilg przyjScia mesjasza
(1. czytanie), napotykajq na przeszkode w codziennej szarzyznie, a czasem i
brutalnosci zycia, kiedy tak nam ciezko widzie¢ je oczyma wiary.

Wtedy przychodzi zapewnienie samego Jezusa, ktory w odpowiedzi Janowi
Chrzcicielowi siedzgcemu w wiezieniu, ukazuje dzieta, ktére za Jego
Cay Ty jested Tym, ktéry ma przyj$é, EUNIPRISINRTR zaczynajg sie speitniaC na $lepych, utomnych,
czy tez innego mamy oczekiwaé?».  ERENTNTES ietych trgdem.

Jezus im odpowiedziat: «Idicie i

sl R Wszysey oni doznajg przez dziatalno$é Jezusa uzdrowienia. Takie sq wiasnie
na co patrzycie: niewidomi wzrok znaki przy%écic: krélestwa Bozego oglaszane niegdy$ przez prorokéw

odzyskujq, chromi chodzq, (Ewangelia).

tredowaci zostajq oczyszczeni, glusi : e e :
Obysmy nie przegapili przyjscia Jezusa w znakach Jego ubogiego
styszq, umarli zmartwychwstajq, S o . i p
: i si : (zaskakujacego) przyjécia na $wiat: narodzenia w ziobie przy niecheci
Wbagim gloss alg Bwangelie- A bawigcego sie $wiata. Pod tym wzgledem $wiat nigdy sie nie zmienia, bo to

blogostawiony jest ten, kto nie my musimy sie zmieni¢ i go przemieniaé.
zwqtpi we Mnie».

Ks. Ryszard Gron
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DOMINGO BAMBINELLI O DEL
NINITO JESUS.

FIN DE SEMANA 13-14 DE
DICIEMBRE, 2025

n las dltimas décadas, en el tercer
domingo de Adviento, domingo de
Gaudete/Gozo, los nifos y los
adultos en Roma sacan la figura
del Nino Jesus de sus nacimientos
y la llevan a la Plaza de San Pedro,
donde son bendecidos por el
Papa. Esta costumbre fue instituida
por el Papa San Juan Pablo Il

Este ano, comenzaremos esta
hermosa tradicion del “Domingo
Bambinelli o domingo del Nifito
JesUs” en nuestras misas, el tercer
domingo de Adviento, fin de
semana del 13 y 14 de diciembre.
Invitamos a todos los ninos y a sus
familias a traer una figura del Nifio
JesUs para bendecirlo. Las familias
que asi lo deseen pueden hacer su
propio Bambinelli/Nifito Jesds con
plastilina o barro. Luego lo llevan a
la casaq, lo envuelven en papel de
regalo y lo colocan debajo del
arbol de Navidad... En la manana
de Navidad, el primer regalo que
se desenvuelve es el del Ninito
Jes(s, LA VERDADERA RAZON DE LA
TEMPORADA.

24 de diciembre
de 11:00 pm - 12:00 pm
Misa de Gallo (Nochebuena)

25 de diciembre 2025
Misa de Navidad - 12:00 pm

1 ero de enero, 2026
Misa Afio Nuevo - 12:00 pm

UNDAY
VENT

o them in reply,
d tell John
what you hear and see.”
- Mt 11:4

CARTA DEL PADRE RYSZARD
3er domingo del adviento

«iMaranatha, ven, Sefor (y no tclrdes)!n —estas fueron las palabras que los
primeros cristianos pronunciaron con impaciencia ante la persecucion de
la sinagoga judia y, mds tarde, del Imperio Romano. Estaban convencidos
de que Cristo, el Mesias prometido, quien consumé la obra de salvacién
en la cruz y resucité de entre los muertos, vendria pronto, tal como se
habia prometido, y que estaba a punto de llegar para llevarlos a su reino
celestial.

Sin embargo, parece dudar y permite que los cristianos actden en su
nombre dando testimonio en medio de la persecucion por las
generaciones futuras. El apéstol Santiago calma su impaciencia al
dirigirlos precisamente a esta comprensién del plan de Dios (2.9 lectura).

Las fieles promesas del profeta Isaias sobre el gozoso momento en que
las profecias de salvacién comenzar@n a cumplirse con la venida del
Mesias (1.° lectura) se topan con un obstdaculo en la monotonia cotidiana,
e incluso a veces en la brutalidad, de la vida, cuando nos resulta tan dificil
verla con los ojos de la fe.

Luego viene la promesa del mismo Jesus, quien, respondiendo a Juan el
Bautista en prision, revela las obras que, por su intercesion, comienzan a
cumplirse en los ciegos, los lisiados y los leprosos.

Todos ellos experimentan sanacién por medio de la obra de Jesus. Estas
son precisamente las senales de la llegada del reino de Dios, anunciada
hace mucho tiempo por los profetas (Evangelio).

Que no pasemos por alto la venida de JesuUs en las senales de su humilde
(sorprendente) llegada al mundo: su hacimiento en un pesebre en medio
de la indiferencia del mundo. En este sentido, el mundo nunca cambia,
porque somos nosotros quienes debemos cambiarlo y transformarlo.

Fr. Ryszard Gron
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ST. WILLIAM V VI ‘)’s Thivd Jruu{m,;f

v Ml ADVENT

Vito's Vault invites the
parishioners of St. William's
Parish to partake in an evening
of food and fun that directly
benefits St. William’s.

Fundraising Opportunity

During the month of
November, Vito's Vault will
donate 15% of all ticket sales
back to St. Williom's Parish

Live Entertainment

Experience an immersive 1920s
dinner-theater speakeasy with
floppers, gangsters, themed
drinks and a delicious three-
course meal

Shows are every Friday and
Saturday nights. Doors
open at 6:00 PM. Join us for
dinner service followed by
a 90 minute musical review.

we will be judged on

‘- Contoct Us

773-493-412 i
Month of ‘\IITO S VAQL.T
More Information 3901 W LAWRENCE AVE |OV€' a|0ﬂe
__ fnpensspasnn DEC CHICAGO, IL 60630

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

The Season That Gives Back. | don't have anything left to give. You can’t pour from an empty cup.
All 1 do is give. Who is giving to me?

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through your head. I'm sure they occur to all of us from time to time. We
can become so easily depleted by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God has called us to, whether that's
parenthood, a demanding professional career or the caretaking of friends and family (or as so often happens, a hybrid
of all three). Many of us also undergo certain seasons — seasons of the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to sap
us of energy and leave us totally empty. In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirituality of Everyday
Stewardship. Graciousness, mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — maintaining some semblance of
these characteristics in our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally impossible. The Church gives us certain
liturgical seasons that are meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. Advent is one such season, and the
Scriptural passages we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks are filled with images of nature defied. We see the
dry steppe blooming. We see the weak made firm. We see the frightened made strong. We see the lame walk. We see
the Virgin give birth. If you think you don't have anything left to give this Advent, think again. This is the season of
miracles when what we thought was depleted brings new life.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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,Boze Narodzenie nie jest ani okresem, ani porq roku, lecz stanem umy stu. 'Pielgg'nowcmie
pokoju i dobrej woli, bycie mitosiernym - oto prawdziwe znaczenie Swigt.

— Calvin Coolidge

W imieniu cafej spotecznosci Polskiej Szkoty Swietego Brata
Alberta Chmielowskiego w Chicago, pragniemy wyrazi¢ naszq
najgtebsza wdzigcznosé za Panstwa zaufanie, wspétprace oraz
nieocenione wsparcie, jakim obdarzyli Panstwo naszq placowke
w mijajgcym roku.

W blasku zblizajacych sie Swiat Bozego Narodzenia, ktére sa czasem
gtebokiej refleksji i nadziei, zyczymy Panstwu, aby te wyjatkowe dni
wypetnily Wasze domy prawdziwg magig Betlejemskiej Nocy. Niech ta
niezapomniana atmosfera Bozego Narodzenia przyniesie spokoj,
wytchnienie i pozwoli na chwile zatrzymania, otulong cieptem rodzinnych
spotkan, zapachem choinki i dZwiekiem tradycyjnych koled. Zyczymy
Panstwu zdrowia, pomysinosci oraz aby nowo narodzone Swiatlo
prowadzito Panstwa ku kolejnym sukcesom i radosnym chwilom w
nadchodzgcym Nowym Roku.

Z wyrazami szacunku i najserdeczniejszymi zyczeniami Wesotych
Swigt Bozego Narodzenia, Dyrekcja, Grono Pedagogiczne oraz
Pracownicy Polskiej Szkoty Sw. Brata Alberta Chmielowskiego w
Chicago

$w. Jan od Krzyza

Znany jest jako wielki mistyk KoSciota i jednocze$nie reformator zakonu, pisarz i
poeta. Jest jednym z najbardziej znanych i cenionych mistrzéw zycia duchowego.
Urodzit sig w 1542 r. w Fontiveros k. Avili. Stracit ojca, gdy miat zaledwie dwa lata. Z
powodu wielkiej biedy w domu zostat oddany do przytutku.

W wieku 14 lat podijqgt prace jako pielegniarz w szpitalu. Po bolesnych
doswiadczeniach dziecifnstwa w 1563 r. postanowit wstgpi¢ do karmelitow w
Medina del Campo. Przyjgt imie Jan od sw. Macieja. Po studiach teologicznych na
uniwersytecie w Salamance przyjqt Swiecenia kaptanskie. W 1568 r., za namowq
Sw. Teresy Wielkiej podjqt sie dzieta reformy zakonu, wtedy zmienit swoje zakonne
imie na Jan od Krzyza. Peinit wiele odpowiedzialnych funkcji w zakonie. Za swoj
radykalizm byt przyjmowany bardzo krytycznie nawet przez swoich wspétbraci. W
1577 r. nawet zostat uwieziony na 9 miesiecy w Toledo przez przeciwnikow reformy
zakonnej. Odznaczat sie glebokim zyciem modlitwy. Wszystkim zakonnikom i
osobom konsekrowanym zalecat korzystanie z kierownictwa duchowego. Pod
koniec swojego zycia zostat catkowicie odsuniety od urzedéw zakonnych. Zmart
jednak w opinii Swigtosci 14 XII 1591 r. w Ubeda. Zostat kanonizowany przez papieza
Benedykta Xlll w 1726 r. Spod jego pidra wyszto wiele dziet o charakterze
autobiograficznym. Sq to réwniez poematy duchowe i piesni. W swoich dzietach
opisywat wiele doswiadczen duchowych. Do jego najwazniejszych dziet nalezg
m.in.: ,Droga na Gére Karmel” czy ,Ciemna noc”.




Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
December 14, 2025

Sunday:
Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
(see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-1

Monday:
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27

WHAT IS 4

Tuesday: 3
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,17-18, SOLID o %

19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32

AND -
Wednesday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,17/ L AST I N G
Mt 1:.1-17
12:553(:158-"5;/% 72:1-2,12-13,18-19/ GOSpeI Medltatlon
Mt 1:18-25 Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
’ When | was 11, | was riding my bike on a Friday night in
Friday: Scottsdale, Arizona. | saw giant spotlights swirling in the sky.
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16- Something amazing had to be happening. | pedaled after
17/Lk 1:5-25 them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, | arrived, only to
find a used car lot. Bright lights, flapping banners, inflatable
Saturday: balloon men swaying wildly in the wind. | stood there, heart
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/ sinking. All that spectacle, and all my effort ... for this?
Lk 1:26-38 As life proceeds, we learn what it is like to pursue promising
3 but fruitless searches. This week we hear Jesus ask the
Next Sunday: crowds regarding John the Baptist: “What did you go out to
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7¢, 10b)/ the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?” (Matthew
Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 11:7). He's not just describing the crowd's mis-aimed pursuit.
He's naming our tendency to chase after what's flashy but
flimsy.

What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless video reels
on my phone, worldly pleasures, entertainment in sports, and
the good opinion of others. Inflated distractions that bend
whichever way the wind blows. But they can’t satisfy my soul.
What are your flimsy reeds?

John the Baptist wasn’'t a swaying reed. He was rooted,
grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. The people
went to see him because, deep down, they were starving for
something real.

This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are we
really looking for? Are we chasing the dazzling but hollow?
Or are we seeking what is solid and lasting — that which

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. points to Christ?
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in — Father John Muir

the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return
and enter Zion singing,
crowned with everlasting joy;

they will meet with joy and gladness,
sorrow and mourning will flee. (Isa 35:10)

Psalm:

Lord, come and save us. (Ps 146)
OR

Alleluia.

Second Reading:
Be patient, brothers and sisters,
until the coming of the Lord. (Jas 5:7)

Gospel:
Jesus said to them in reply,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear,

Devotions, Explained!

Qur Lady of Guadalupe appeared
to Juan Diego in Mexico City

the dead are raised, : in 1531. The Patroness of the
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe
(Mt 11:4-5) is a beloved symbol of faith,

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. motherhOOd and |dent|ty. Her
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, i
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. feast day is Dec. 12.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Prayer for Advent -
“Go and tell what you have seen and heard,” New Growth

ays. When it comes to proving who he

he always lets his actions do the talking. We Dear God,
have heard. We have seen. We must go and Bring new life! Your love creates
tell. Let’s let our actions do the talking. Who and cultivates.
do we think Jesus is? Bring Your power into the places |
think of as “deserts”
and your grace to the prayers |
fear may be “deserted.”
You can redeem and restore,
bring a new song to my heart.
Amen.

Observances for the week of
December 14, 2025

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray.
We read Scripture. In doing all these things, again and again, we
go out to the desert. Why? What are we expecting to see?

What We See in the Desert
I've always wanted to see a real desert.

I know all about frigid, snowy winters and warm, wet summers.
| grew up on rich soil that yields lush vegetation and bountiful
harvests. But I've never experienced a desert, not in my own
country or abroad, and I'm curious.

| know there must be something magical about the desert for
it to feature so heavily in Scripture, for it to provide a backdrop
to so many crucial moments of salvation history. The Israelites
following the cloud, the temptation of Christ, the voice crying
out: “Prepare the way for the Lord.”

Why do these moments have to happen in a desert? Why
do they make so much less sense in a tropical rainforest or a
verdant forest?

| think it's because the desert doesn’'t have anything to offer us,
at first glance. No one longs for the physical sensation of a dry
heat and a beating sun. But the vast emptiness and the almost
mystical harshness — even if we don't desire and delight in it,
this is a setting that we understand, somehow, intrinsically. We
know it deep within our soul. God is there,

We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray. We read
Scripture. In doing all these things, again and again, we go out
to the desert.

Why? What are we expecting to see?

If we expect to be entertained, we will be disappointed. If we
expect reassurance, we will be disappointed. If we expect to
feel pleasant and safe and sheltered, we will be disappointed.

The desert is there to challenge us. The desert is there to show
us who we are, and who we can be.

So go.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

ST. WILLIAM PARISH

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Our prayer group has been reading the
lives of some saints, and we were struck
by how some of them thought they were
such sinners. Why would someone so holy
think they had such serious sin?

Answer:

As Professional athletes practice the
fundamentals of their sport over and

over again, reaching for better form,
consistency, and performance. They focus
on the basics, review past performances,
and visualize greater success. Practice
makes better, if not perfect!

Spiritual masters such as the saints also
looked for perfection. They practiced
their faith in the search for holiness, grace,
and virtue. Through sacraments, prayer,
study, good works, and penance, they
raised their level of awareness and their
sensitivity to the presence of God, the
demands of the Gospel, and the workings
of the Holy Spirit. They examined their
consciences daily, reviewing the day for
moments of failure and times that they
could have been more virtuous in one way
or another. They resolved to do better, be
more attentive, and alert!

Therefore, anything that would distract
them or interfere with their relationship
with God would be like a small black spot
on a bright white wall — you can't miss

it! The great saints were aware of sin and
the presence of evil because they were

so tuned into the struggle between good
and evil that was fought in their own lives,
hearts, and souls.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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